Australian Dream Paintings

Visual Arts

S.Price – Art Instructor

Grade 4

Central Idea:  Students are to view Australian Dream Paintings in the permanent collection and see them as inspiration for their own dream paintings. 

Background Information: The Aborigines of Australia believe in what they call a “dreamtime” or a time when the earth first began and their ancestors first created the landscape, plants, animals, and beings that inhabited it.  This belief is manifested in unique visual images or paintings called Dreamings.   The highly stylized images within the paintings represent the “Dreaming Beings” (or ancestors). Two distinct styles have developed and lasted for thousands of years. One Dreaming style, from the desert regions employs “shimmering dots”.  The other style uses delicate and detailed line designs.  This style is referred to as the “x-ray” style because of the designs within animal images that symbolize internal organs and skeletal structure. 
Materials: oil pastels, permanent markers, pencils, paper, watercolor paints

Quality Core Curriculum:

Artistic Skills and Knowledge

· Emphasizes specific elements of art and principles of design and selects materials and techniques appropriate to creating an artwork based on own ideas and self-direction
· Produces artworks in the area of drawing and painting 
Critical Analysis and Aesthetic Understanding

· Recognizes how an artist creates a point of view in an artwork(e.g. , close-up, below, and above)
· Develops and applies criteria for judging personal decisions about artworks
Historical and Cultural Context

· Generates accurate statements about the functions (purposes) of particular artworks and the culture that produced them.
· Explains how art reflects the relationship between artists and their culture (e.g., geographic, political, religious and economic).
Performance Objectives: At the end of the lesson the student will:

· Know where Australia is located
· Identify Australian animals, birds and marine life

· Discuss the Aboriginal people and their contribution to art

· Discuss why people produce art

· Have designed and produced a dream painting of their own based on inspiration from Aboriginal Art Work

Assessment: Teacher Observation and Work Check

                       Rubric for Visual Art

Synthesis and Evaluation

