
ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MUSIC THINKING STRATEGIES

STUDENT ASSESSMENT 

Directions for test presenters:

1. Hand out a copy of the next two pages to every student.

2. Hand out pens/pencils or ensure that each student has a writing utensil.

3. Write the school’s name, the Music Teacher’s name and the date on the board for student reference.

4. Presenters say:


Students, complete the information at the top of your page.  Write your name, 
your music teacher’s name, your school’s name, your grade and the date.  You can 
check on the board.
5. Presenters say:


Students, this activity requires free writing responses from you as you listen to 
music.  You will here a 40 second piece of music.  Quietly listen to the music 
while you ask yourself “What’s going on in this music?”, “What do I hear that 
makes me say that?” and “What more can I find?” Free write directly after you 
hear the music.  I will play the music again several times so you will have many 
chances to hear it.  Please don’t ask questions about the music or about what to 
write.  Remember, listen to the music and write about “what’s going on in the 
music”. Please be very quiet during this activity so your fellow students can 
clearly hear the music and think about their writing.
6. Play Track 1 under “Critical Thinking in Music” on www.igniteart.weebly.com

7. Students free write, following the prompts “What’s going on in this music?”, “What do I hear that makes me say that?” and “What more can I find?”

8. The teacher waits a minute or two and plays the SAME 40 second track again. 

9. This process may be repeated as many times as needed.

10. Allow 15-20 minutes of writing.

11. This SAME test and procedure is used as pre- and post-assessment.

12. Presenters say: 


Finish writing your last thought.  I will now collect your papers.

ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MUSIC ASSESSMENT: MUSIC THINKING STRATEGIES (MTS)

GRADE 3

Student Name:…………………………………………………………………………

Teacher Name:…………………………………………………………………………

School Name:………………………………………………………………………….

Grade: ………………………………………………Date:……………………………

Listen closely to the music your teacher is playing. Think carefully about what you hear.

You will here the music several times.

Ask yourself:

· What’s going on in this music?

· What do I hear that makes me say that?

· What more can I find?

You have 15-20 minutes to write.  Try to organize your writing to make it easy for others to understand your thoughts.  Be sure to read over your work and make corrections to your writing.   
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