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Enduring Understandings & Focus Questions 

Grade Level Units of Study, Topics, & Synopses, 

Compiled from www.wrcs.k12.mi.us/District/Cirriculum/PDF/Music
K-8 music education is organized into seven broad units: 1) Performance; 2) Music Theory; 3) Skill-Building (Vocal, Instrumental, Kinesthetic); 4) History and Culture; 5) Ear Training; 6) Creating; and 7) Music Appreciation. Within each of

these units is a series of “enduring understandings”. Enduring understandings are the purpose for learning. They are the heart of the discipline, the overarching ideas we want students to discover about the content area. Within each of the enduring understandings are “focus questions”. Focus questions facilitate the student’s thinking toward the enduring understandings.  The focus questions engage students in the study and create a bridge between performance based activities and deeper, conceptual understandings.
Elementary Music: Grades K-2

	Unit:  PERFORMANCE
	Topics:

· Active Participation

· Stage Presence

· Performer and Audience Etiquette

	Unit Synopsis: For music to be experienced it must be performed. Performance can occur in different environments and take on different shapes. Elementary students most often perform alone, in small groups, and as a whole class for their peers; they may occasionally perform as part of a large-scale production on stage for the school community. These opportunities allow for students to develop important skills as both audience members and performers.

	CONCEPTS:  performance, respect, perception, participation

	Number
	Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Participation in a musical performance can help build self-esteem, confidence and respect for other performers.
	How do you feel when you perform?

How do you feel about others’ performances?

	2
	Participation as an audience member can help broaden our perceptions of both performer and performance.
	What behaviors should the audience see during a performance?

What behaviors should the performers see exhibited by the audience?

	3
	Demonstrating respect for performances, from both on and off the stage, can foster a deep appreciation for the musical arts.
	What attitudes are formed about live and recorded music?

What are some important distinctions between live and recorded music?

How do personal performances help in understanding others’ performances
   (and vice-versa)?


	Unit:  HOW MUSIC WORKS
	Topics:

·  Vocabulary

· Expressive Elements (tempo, dynamics)

	Unit Synopsis: Most students first entering public school have experienced music as merely something to listen to and, perhaps, sing along with. A broader understanding of how musical sounds are organized, coupled with an ability to describe some of its qualities, helps students construct deeper knowledge of their musical world.

	CONCEPTS: rhythm, melody, pitch, tempo, dynamics, patterns, contrast 

	Number
	Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Rhythmic patterns exist in the natural and constructed worlds.
	How are rhythm patterns significant to a piece of music?

How are rhythm patterns the same or different?

	2
	Tempo and dynamic contrast affect perception.
	How does tempo affect the mood of a song?

How does dynamic contrast affect the mood of a piece of music?

	3
	Pitches which move in different directions and the patterns which result can be used to create melody.
	How are pitch patterns significant to a piece of music?

What kinds of pitch movement are used to contribute to a melody?


	Grades K-2
Unit:  SKILL BUILDING

	Topics:

· Singing voice

· Steady beat

· Movement

· Instrumental technique

	Unit Synopsis:  The ability to perform music largely depends on the development of a core group of basic musical skills.  In grades K-2, these skills are introduced, modeled, and cultivated in students.

	CONCEPTS:  sound, aesthetics, techniques, performance, rhythm, pitch, tone, melodic contour

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Rhythm, pitch and tone production can be core

technical skills.
	Why is careful attention to tone production important?

How is rhythmic accuracy critical to the cohesiveness of a song?

How does a song sound with (or without) pitch precision?

	2
	The performance techniques utilized can affect

the sound and the overall aesthetic experience for

both performer and listener.
	How can differences in vocal style and tone be used to better express a

   piece?

How does instrument selection affect the overall expression of a piece?

	3
	Movement to music can express many aspects of a

song, such as tempo, melodic contour, and

mood.
	How is appropriate movement during a piece determined by the listener?

How does movement affect musical experience?


	Unit:  HISTORY AND CULTURE /

          MUSIC APPRECIATION

	Topics:

· Song origins

· Non-English Lyrics

· "What is music?”

· Natural and “Found Sounds” vs. Music

	Unit Synopsis:  For as long as human beings have populated the earth, we have been driven to listen to, create, and re-create sounds.  This innate drive, over millennia of cultural evolution, has resulted in a vast array of musical styles and sound origins. For students to gain a broader, more enlightened perspective about the music around them, an increased awareness regarding music’s origins is crucial.

	CONCEPTS: respect, compare, contrast, aesthetics, perception

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Various styles of music can be compared to

broaden aesthetic preferences.


	Why is exposure to various styles of music important?

How are initial student opinions about unfamiliar music affected by repetition
   and the passage of time?

	2
	Contrasting languages can help broaden perceptions and cultivate multicultural respect.
	How are songs across cultures similar, though their languages may be
   different?

What common musical elements do they share?


Grades K-2
	Unit:  EAR TRAINING

	Topics:

· Same/different

· Patterns (tonal & rhythmic)

· Critical Listening

	Unit Synopsis:  Ear training is perhaps the most critical skill developed in music education. By training the young human ear to listen critically, a foundation for lifelong musicianship is established. Students must be taught how to distinguish same from different as well as other relationships within music in order for students to be critical listeners. In the absence of such an aural foundation, musicianship, as well as critical listening skills would be significantly compromised.

	CONCEPTS:  pitch direction, melody, same/different, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, tone

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Variations in melody, pitch direction, rhythm, tempo and dynamics help to define music.


	How does music sound different when melodic, rhythmic, or tempo changes
   are made?

How are rhythm and pitch patterns used in a piece of music?

	2
	Similarities and differences in tone exist in natural and constructed worlds.
	How are sounds created and changed?

How do the physical characteristics of an object (whether intended as
   musical instrument or not) help determine the sounds it produces?


	Unit:  CREATING

	Topics:

· Kinesthetic Exploration

	Unit Synopsis:  In the development of the whole child, self-expression greatly contributes to an individual’s overall sense of identity and self-worth. At our very core, we all desire to create something new, significant, uniquely our own. This can be accomplished by contributing original movements, sounds, words, etc.

	CONCEPTS:  space, rhythm, tempo, aesthetics

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Movement we create enhances the aesthetic

experience within a given space through self-expression.


	How does movement enhance the overall musical experience?

Why is it important to engage in and share kinesthetic expression?

	2
	Rhythm, tempo, and other environmental factors help to determine movement choices.
	How does music affect kinesthetic responses?

How does the physical space or others present affect movement choices?


Elementary Music: Grades 3-5
	Unit:  PERFORMANCE

	Topics:

· Stage presence

· Audience Etiquette
	· Performance Evaluation

· Active Participation

· Non-verbal cues

	Unit Synopsis:  For music to be experienced it must be performed. Performance can occur in different environments and take on different shapes. Elementary students most often perform alone, in small groups, and as a whole class for their peers; they may occasionally perform as part of a large-scale production on stage for the school community. This allows many opportunities for students to develop important skills as both audience members and performers.

	CONCEPTS:  performance, respect, perception, participation

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Participation in a musical performance can help

build self-esteem, confidence and respect for

other performers.
	How do you feel when you perform?

How do you feel about others’ performances?

	2
	Participation as an audience member can help

broaden our perceptions of both performer and

performance.
	What behaviors should the audience see during a performance?

What behaviors should the performers see exhibited by the audience?

	3
	Demonstrating respect for performances, from

both on and off the stage, can foster a deep

appreciation for the musical arts.
	Why are attitudes formed about live and recorded music?

What are some important distinctions between live and recorded music?

How do personal performances help in understanding others’ performances

   (and vice-versa)?


	Unit:  THEORY (How Music Works)


	Topics:

· Symbolic Notation

· Expressive Elements
	· Form/Structure

· Harmonic Structure

· Vocabulary

	Unit Synopsis:  A broader understanding of how music works happens when it is broken down into its core components.  Identification, articulation, and application of these musical elements serve as the basis for theoretical understanding. This process helps students construct a deeper knowledge of their musical world.

	CONCEPTS:  rhythm, melody, pitch, tempo, dynamics, patterns, contrast

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Rhythmic patterns exist in the natural and constructed worlds.
	How are rhythm patterns significant to a piece of music?

How are rhythm patterns the same or different?

	2
	Tempo and dynamic contrast affect perception.
	How does tempo affect the mood of a song?

How does dynamic contrast affect the mood of a piece of music?

	3
	Pitches which move in different directions and the patterns which result can be used to create melody.
	How are pitch patterns significant to a piece of music?

What kinds of pitch movement are used to contribute to a melody?


Grades 3-5

	Unit: SKILL BUILDING 


	Topics:

· Singing technique

· Instrumental technique

· Movement

· Note reading

	Unit Synopsis:  The ability to perform music largely depends on the development of a core group of basic musical skills. In grades 3-5, these skills are developed, modeled, and cultivated in students, with symbolic notation being introduced at this time.

	CONCEPTS:  sound, aesthetics, techniques, performance, rhythm, pitch, tone, phrasing, melodic contour

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Rhythm, pitch, tone production, and phrasing can be core technical skills.
	Why is careful attention to tone production important?

How is rhythmic accuracy critical to the cohesiveness of a song?

How does a song sound with (or without) pitch precision?

	2
	The performance techniques utilized can affect the sound and the overall aesthetic experience for both performer and listener.
	How can differences in vocal style and tone be used to better express a
   piece?

How does instrument selection affect the overall expression of a piece?

	3
	Movement to music can express many aspects of a song, such as tempo, melodic contour, and mood.
	How is appropriate movement during a piece determined by the listener?

How does movement affect musical experience?

	4
	Basic musical literacy, involving the reading of rhythm and pitch patterns can improve technical skills.
	How does music literacy help students learn to internalize a new piece more
   thoroughly?

How does music literacy relate to English literacy, math computation and
   skills of other educational disciplines?


	Unit:  HISTORY/CULTURE

	Topics:

· Genres

· Song origins
	· Cross-Disciplinary connections

· Multi-lingual songs

	Unit Synopsis:  For as long as human beings have populated the earth, we have been driven to listen to, create, and re-create sounds.  This innate drive, over millennia of cultural evolution, has resulted in a vast array of musical styles and sound origins. For students to gain a broader, more enlightened perspective about the music around them, an increased awareness regarding music’s origins is crucial.

	CONCEPTS:  respect, aesthetics, compare, contrast, perception

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Common aesthetic responses are recognized when comparing and evaluating styles of music.
	What relevant non-musical connections can be drawn?

Why is it important to recognize common or unique aesthetics?

	2
	Various styles of music can be compared to broaden aesthetic preferences.
	Why is exposure to various styles of music important?

How are initial student opinions about new music affected by repetition

   and the passage of time?

	3
	Contrasting languages can help broaden perceptions and cultivate multicultural respect.
	How are songs across cultures similar, though their languages may be

   different?

What common musical elements do they share?


Grades 3-5
	Unit:  EAR TRAINING

	Topics:

· Compare/Contrast

· Tonal & Rhythmic Patterns

· Critical Listening

· Sound Identification

	Unit Synopsis:  Music is fundamentally an aural experience. As students strengthen their critical listening skills through continuous repetition and reinforcement, they are better able to distinguish and internalize tonal, melodic and rhythmic relationships that exist in music. This type of aural practice substantially improves students’ ability to perform with melodic and rhythmic accuracy.

	CONCEPTS: pitch, melody, harmony, change, compare, contrast, texture, direction, timbre, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, tone

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Melody, rhythm, tempo and dynamics can be compared and contrasted to help to define music.
	How does music sound different when changes in melody, rhythm, or

   tempo are made?

How are rhythm and pitch patterns used in a piece of music?

	2
	Similarities and differences in tone exist in natural and constructed worlds.
	How are sounds created and changed?

How do the physical characteristics of an object (whether intended as

   musical instrument or not) help determine the sounds it produces?

	3
	Internalization of pitch direction and melody can improve vocal intonation.
	What results from the lack of internalizing pitch direction?

How can these aural skills be realized in performance, both now and

   in the future?


	Unit:  CREATING

	Topics:

· Improvising (Vocal, Instrumental, Kinesthetic)

· Composing

· Kinesthetic Exploration

	Unit Synopsis:  In the development of the whole child, self-expression greatly contributes to an individual’s overall sense of worth. At our very core, we all desire to create something new, significant, uniquely our own. This can be accomplished by contributing original movements, sounds, words, etc.

	CONCEPTS: space, rhythm, tempo, aesthetics, improvisation, composition

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Movement we create enhances the aesthetic experience within a given space through self-expression.
	How does movement enhance the overall musical experience?

Why is it important to engage in and share kinesthetic expression?

	2
	Rhythm, tempo, and other environmental factors help to determine movement choices.
	How does music affect kinesthetic responses?

How does the physical space or interaction with others affect movement
   choices?

	3
	Musical improvisation leads to the composition of musical pieces.
	How can improvising cultivate creativity?

How can various musical elements be used to enhance creative

   expression?


Grades 3-5

	Unit:  MUSIC APPRECIATION

	Topics:

· music in our schools, community, and world music careers

· legality of music use (e.g. copyright issues, Internet

· downloading)

· consumer awareness

	Unit Synopsis:  A solid musical appreciation will help students to draw connections among the arts, other disciplines, and their everyday life. It also helps them to make informed judgments about philosophical, aesthetic, or ethical issues. As students’ understanding of music increases, so does their potential for a deep and lifelong appreciation.

	CONCEPTS: evaluation, aesthetics, performance, community involvement, responsibility

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Evaluation and self-evaluation are critical components for improving and appreciating the aesthetics of a performance.


	How does the ability to evaluate a performance affect one’s

   appreciation of a performance?

Why might an enhanced ability to musically self-evaluate broaden

   one’s perception of musical aesthetics?

	2
	A foundation of music appreciation begun in elementary school often leads to future musical involvement in the community and respect for the responsible use of music.
	Why is the practice of legally responsible musical consumerism

   important?

How will an appreciation for music from a young age yield a lifelong

   involvement in the arts within the at-large community?


Middle School (Grades 6-8) General and Performance Music
Grade Level Units of Study, Topics, Synopses, Enduring Understandings & Focus Questions

The table below outlines the units of study for each grade level based on the enduring understandings that have been developed for general music. The units of study, as outlined in the below sequence, accomplish a variety of functions. All sixth graders will be introduced to some of the music concepts in an exploratory class. Seventh and eighth graders who join a performance class will continue to experience the rest of the concepts.

Grade Level Units of Study

	6th Grade Units 
	Enduring Understandings
	7th and 8th Grade Units 
	Enduring Understandings 


	Performance 
	1, 2, 4
	Performance
	1,2,3,4

	Music Theory 
	1, 4 
	Music Theory
	1,2,3,4

	Skill-Building
(Vocal, Instrumental, Kinesthetic)
	1, 4     
	Skill-Building
(Vocal, Instrumental, Kinesthetic) 
	1,2,3,4 

	History and Culture
	1,2,3,4
	History and Culture
	1,2,3,4

	Ear Training
	1,2,3
	Ear Training
	1,2,3,4

	Creating 
	1,2,3,4
	Creating
	1,2,3,4

	Music Appreciation
	1,2,3,4
	Music Appreciation
	1,2,3,4


Middle School (Grades 6-8)
	Unit:  PERFORMANCE

	Topics:

· stage presence

· active participation

· choreography

· performance elements

· listening

· following directions/conducting and nonverbal cues

· performance/audience etiquette

	Unit Synopsis:  Students will learn the proper etiquette for being both performer and audience member. They will understand that different kinds of performance and styles of music require different behaviors for both the performer and the audience.  Students will also learn how to move through music via choreography and dance for various songs. Performance-oriented activities will help develop personal and interpersonal skills. Students will use their knowledge of music to objectively critique a musical performance by others and also by themselves. These experiences will help them to be a lifelong supporter of the arts in their communities and appreciate the role of music in society.

	CONCEPTS: performance, culture, respect, appreciation, participation, movement, expression, mood

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Demonstrating respect for a performance, from both on and off the stage, can foster a deep appreciation for other performers.
	How does performing make you feel?

How do you feel about others’ performances?

Why does being a performer help you to be a better audience 

   member?

	2
	Performance expectations are culturally derived and vary according to musical styles and environments.
	Why should the behavior of an audience change with different types of 

   performances?

Why is it important for an audience to respond a certain way during a

   performance?

How do different cultures respond to music differently?

	3
	Participation in a choir and using knowledge of musical skills and elements in a singing performance can help build self- esteem and confidence.
	What do you want the audience to see when you are performing?

What life skills are gained through performance?

What manners are expected by a performer?

	4
	Movement to music can be expressed in a variety of ways and based on the mood of the music.
	How can you recreate a rhythmic pattern with body movement?

How does music affect movements in choreography?


Middle School (Grades 6-8)
	Unit:  MUSIC THEORY

	Topics:

· sight reading

· rhythm

· form/structure

· tempo

· patterns

· dynamics

· music vocabulary

· notation and symbols

	Unit Synopsis:  The language of music has a vocabulary all its own. In grades 6-8, emphasis is placed upon symbolic notation and musical literacy.

Music, when written, is communicated through symbols and other visual representations. Students will cultivate a musical foundation of basic music signs and terms and demonstrate their understandings through the reading of music, choral performances, writing activities, and performance critiques.

	CONCEPTS: pattern, symbol, communication, tempo, dynamics, contrast, perception, pitch, melody, expression, rhythm

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Learning to interpret patterns and symbols in music helps to independently explore music and communicate ideas with others through music.
	Why is it important to read and write the language of music?

How are patterns used in music?

How is music a form of communication?

	2
	Tempo and dynamic contrast affect perception.
	How do changes in tempo and dynamics affect the mood of the song?

Why is it important to be able to interpret music symbols in a piece of

   music?

	3
	Pitch patterns can be used to create melody.
	What kinds of pitch movements are used to contribute to a melody?

How are pitch patterns significant to a piece of music?

	4
	Rhythm is the foundation a musical piece and contributes to the expression of a song.
	How can you change a rhythmic accompaniment to change the sound

   of a song?

How does a rhythm provide the foundation for a song?

How do composers use rhythm to change the expression of a song?

Why are there varied responses to different rhythmic patterns?


Middle School (Grades 6-8)
	Unit:  SKILL-BUILDING

	Topics:

· text/diction (vowel formation, vocal placement)

· tone color

· pitch

· expression

· posture

· breathing techniques/phrasing

· dynamics/tempo

· melody/harmony

	Unit Synopsis:  Singing is a main focus in the middle school choir. Students will be able to sing using various techniques and understand how these techniques affect the expression of the song. By using proper breathing and vocal techniques they will keep their voices healthy and know how to keep their vocal cords safe. Students will sing a diverse repertoire of songs from various time periods and cultures. Listening to music and analyzing it will give students opportunities to critique music and discover how different cultures use various techniques in their singing.

	CONCEPTS: melody, harmony, rhythm, sound, performance, aesthetics, expression, tone, change, movement, dynamics, 

                           representation, culture

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Melody, harmony, and rhythm are important elements used in music to create a desired sound.
	How does the sound of the song change when harmony is added?

What are ways that a melody can move?

Why do composers change the rhythm for different sections of a piece of

   music?

What patterns can be found in a melody?

How do harmonies support melodies?

	2
	Using the correct techniques and elements will help to improve a choral performance and create aesthetics in music.
	Why is it important to breathe correctly while singing?

How does breathing affect the sound of the voice?

How can phrasing in music be compared to phrasing in poetry?

Why is clear articulation important for a choral group?

How does music make the listener feel?

	3
	Expression of a song is demonstrated through the use of tone and changes in movement and dynamics.
	How does vowel formation and placement change the tone of a song?

Why would a composer use short or long phrases?

What does it mean to “color” a song?

How do dynamics affect the mood of a song?

How do expressive elements communicate an idea and/or feeling in a song?

	4
	Different elements and techniques help to represent the music of different cultures.
	How can singing techniques help us to identify the style or origin of the

   song?

What techniques do composers use to make their music nique?

How do people learn songs in other countries and cultures?


Middle School (Grades 6-8)
	Unit:  HISTORY AND CULTURE

	Topics:

· Composers (past and present)

· Technology in Music

· Song origins

· Social, cultural and historical contest of pieces

· Careers in music Respect for music of various cultures and time periods

· Cross disciplinary connections

· Multilingual song

	Unit Synopsis:  Understanding the music of different cultures can build an appreciation and understanding of their peoples, since music is a reflection of human life and experience. Music is influenced by culture as well as the time in history when it was composed. Various cultures and composers will be studied to help students see what influence music has in society. Also, technology is rapidly expanding its scope of influence upon the music being created.

	CONCEPTS: expression, culture, interpretation, relationships, conflict, change, respect, perception, technology

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Musical expression and cultural interpretation utilize past, present and future relationships in society.
	How does music influence society and the media?

How do composers of the past compare to composers of today?

How does music from one culture affect the music of another?

What musical careers could be pursued and what kind of skills would be

   needed?

	2
	Understanding music in its historical and cultural context that includes conflict and change can help to respect various styles of music.
	What does the music of this culture tells us about where and how the

   people in this culture live?

What other kinds of things can we learn about a culture through its

   music?

What part does music play in changing culture?

Why would a composer want to write a song about conflict?

	3
	Singing in other languages can help broaden perceptions and cultivate multicultural respect.
	How are songs across cultures similar though their languages may be
   different?

What common elements can you find in various songs?

	4
	Technology is a tool that can be used in music, but also should be used appropriately and ethically.
	Why is it important not to download music illegally from the internet?

How can a computer be used as a tool to compose music?


Middle School (Grades 6-8)
	Unit:  EAR TRAINING

	Topics:

· Critical listening

· Compare and contrast

· Sound identification

· Patterns – tonal and rhythmic

	Unit Synopsis:  Music is fundamentally an aural experience. As students strengthen their critical listening skills through continuous repetition they are better able to distinguish and internalize various kinds of music. This type of aural practice improves students’ ability to perform with rhythmic and melodic accuracy.

	CONCEPTS: listening, analysis, culture, melody, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, compare, contrast, pitch

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Listening to and analyzing music helps to develop an appreciation of how music relates to a person’s environment and culture.
	How can a person critique a piece of music in a respectful way?

What is the difference between listening for enjoyment and listening to

   analyze?

How can empathy for another culture be developed by listening to its

   music?

	2
	Variations in melody, rhythm, tempo and dynamics, instruments help to define music.
	How does the instrument selection affect the sound of a piece of music?

How do variations in music elements affect the mood of piece?

How do patterns in a piece of music help to identify it?

	3
	Comparing and contrasting various styles of music can deepen the understanding of how music styles are collaborative.
	Why is it important to listen to various styles of music?

What similarities and differences do different genres of music have?

	4
	Internalization of pitch discretion and melody can improve vocal intonation.
	How can aural skills be realized in performance both now and in the

   future?

How does training a voice compare to training for a marathon?

What results from the lack of internalizing pitch direction?


Middle School (Grades 6-8)
	Unit:  CREATING

	Topics:

· improvising rhythmic variations on familiar songs

· improvising harmonies and melodic variations

· improvising movements to accompany songs

· composing short songs

· composing ostinatos

· show respect for others’ improvising and composing

	Unit Synopsis:  Composing and improvising are constructive ways for students to communicate in a musically expressive manner. It provides a creative form of self-expression and also allows for teamwork and group collaboration. Students will not only compose written music, but also create movements and accompaniments for songs. They will also share their work with others and develop an appreciation and respect for others’ work.

	CONCEPTS: composition, communication, expression, rhythm, form, culture, improvisation, movement, respect

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Composing is a form of communication and provides a method of self expression.
	Why is music a good form of self expression and communication?

How does composing music make you feel?

Does a composer’s music always reflect what type of person the

   composer is?

	2
	Composing rhythms and songs provides a deeper understanding of the form and structure of music and reflect the time period and culture of the composer.
	How can you use technology to compose music?

How are different sections combined to create musical compositions?

What kinds of elements can you use in a composition that reflects your

   culture?

How does music of today compare with music of the past?

	3
	Improvising with music and movement enhances the development of creativity.
	How does the music make you feel like you want to move?

How can we change this song to give it a different mood?

	4
	Composing and improvising music can help people work together and learn to respect and value the work of others around them.
	What is the value of creating music?

Why is it important to explore different styles and genres of music?

What are some ways that you can show support for other musicians?

What are some advantages of composing music with one or more other

   people?


Middle School (Grades 6-8)
	Unit:  MUSIC APPRECIATION

	Topics:

· music in our schools

· music careers

· music in our world

· responsibility (copyrights)

· consumer awareness

· performance goals

· critique/evaluation

	Unit Synopsis:  Music plays an important role in our community and the world. Broad exposure to music can lead to a lifelong appreciation and an active involvement in music. When students began to critique and evaluate music performances it helps them to make connections between and among the arts, other disciplines, and their everyday life. It also helps them to express informed judgments about philosophical, aesthetic, or ethical music issues.

	CONCEPTS: evaluation, appreciation, aesthetics, performance, participation, responsibility, copyright

	Number
	  Enduring Understanding
	Focus Questions

	1
	Evaluation and self - evaluation is a critical component for improving and appreciating the aesthetics of a performance.
	How does self-evaluation improve one’s own performance?

How can evaluating a music performance help to improve your own

   performance?

	2
	Participating in and observing music and its performance is enriching spiritually, emotionally, and cognitively.
	What is the value of creating and observing works of music?

How does music help you to be a better person?

How does music help you in other discipline areas?

What are some ways that music can help people?

	3
	Downloading and copying music illegally is an issue in music that many people disagree on.
	Why is it illegal to download music without paying for it?

How can you defend your opinion about downloading or copying music

   illegally?
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