DESCRIPTIVE, ANALYTICAL AND REFLECTIVE (DAR) WRITING

The following are from various resources; each resource is identified after the selection that has been reproduced. This information will help you in completing your ArtsAPS workshop assignments and Arts Teacher Assessment Portfolios. On the last page is a writing sample that will help you distinguish reflective and analytic writing.
DAR:

In a nutshell:
Descriptive describes WHAT you did .
Analytical analyzes WHY you did it.
Reflective reflects on on HOW it impacts student learning.

DESCRIPTIVE asks the question: WHAT? What is the setting? What is going on? What is the background? What does the assessor need to know to "see" the classroom? What is the nature????

ANALYTICAL asks the question: SO WHAT? So you had a class of students working on a math manipulative, small group session, finding the difference between perimeter and area. SO WHAT? So what do you see in the video, or what is seen in the student's work? What is significant????

REFLECTIVE asks the question: NOW WHAT? Now that you have analyzed your teaching, what are you going to do next? What worked well and will be continued as the class progresses? What did not work and, looking back on it, could have been different? (Knowing what did not work and how to improve that area is the sign of a reflective individual--no one is perfect.) What do you need to tweak? Who needs more assistance? Who has the information mastered and needs a next step? Why is it important to your teaching?

WHEN WRITING, PROVIDE SPECIFIC EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT YOUR STATEMENTS. When you write, you need to provide specific (clearly seen by the assessors) evidence (proof that what you say is there) to support your statements. A vague, unsupported statement is worthless.

Statement to Evidence Concept

Assessors will assess what they read. An assessor is not going to make leaps of understanding.

Assessors will read the written commentary first, then watch the video. The written commentary needs to attend to the questions and standards as well as show clearly what is in the video (a person should be able to understand what is going on in the video without seeing the video). The video is there to verify what was written.

Given that the video is to verify, you need to include evidence from the video for the statements you write in your entry.

For example, “The 3 girls at the back table work collaboratively as evident in the video.” This is a statement and as such, does not have evidence from the video to back it up. This statement is stronger when accompanied with evidence cited directly from the video.
“The 3 girls at the back table work collaboratively as evident in the video when the girl in the pink sweater asks the question about what to do when you add [1] to the equation. You will see that the girl with the blue shirt turns her graph around so the girl in pink can see it and shows the girl in pink the process.” This last passage has a statement and then evidence to back it up as well as illustrate the candidate’s understanding of what was seen on the video.

Statement + Evidence = Stronger Statement

Think of supporting evidence for the following statements:

• I ensure equity and fairness in my classroom as seen _______________________

• This small group activity was preceded with a brainstorm session to find areas in the book that were confusing. My students are used to coming prepared with discussion topics.

• Students understand the expectation of the lesson before we start.

• Students understood the concept by the end of the activity.

• I set high expectations for my students.

• Students were able to verbalize several reasons to support their thinking.
Statement + Evidence + ANALYSIS = EVEN STRONGER!!!

http://www.nbptswsuonline.com/ 

Descriptive/Reflective Writing
Qualities of Descriptive Writing:

….a retelling of what happened in a classroom and situation

….should allow the reader to visualize and understand what the teacher is describing

….sets the scene for the assessors

Use description when the entry prompt uses verbs like state, list, describe, or uses what or which as interrogatory opening words

Example:  “What are the relevant features of your teaching setting that influenced your selection of this assessment?

The richer the description – the more there will be to analyze.  If you don’t have enough detail in your descriptive commentary, you will not be able to thoroughly analyze the teaching situation.  When entries ask for rationale – it is part analysis and part descriptive.

Suggestion:  Ask someone that isn’t in education (or not in your area) to read an entry.  Ask them to jot down when they don’t fully understand what happened in the lesson.  Ask them to note where activities are not clearly understood and more detail is needed.

Thinking Involved in Descriptive Writing

Knowing what you are describing – giving details and through explanations

Observable 

Order and sequence (must be logical)

Concrete
Retelling
Painting a picture for someone who doesn’t know you or your practice

What’s the best way to describe it

think about who the audience is…think about what will most know and what is local terminology, programs, methods, etc.

Qualities of Reflective Writing:
Reflection always suggests self-analysis, or consideration of practice.  Reflection includes written consideration of what a teacher will do next time – based on his/her analysis of what happened and why it happened that way.  Reflection addresses future instruction.  The goal is for the teacher to pull together their own rich connections about what they did and the outcome.

Reflection is called for when the entry prompt asks the teacher to consider the successes of their lessons, and what they would do differently and why.

Criteria for reflection

The subject of the analysis should be available to the reader (student work, videotape)

If not available, a clear description of what is being reflected upon must be given prior to the analysis

Focus of writing is not on what happened (descriptive) or why (analytical) but rather how it will influence future instruction.

http://74.125.47.132/search?q=cache:FcBOWBZ5OdUJ:portalsso.vansd.org/pls/portal/url/ITEM/46AF3768601A41BEE0404A0AB20021E5+descriptive+reflective+and+analytical+writing&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=2&gl=us
The Purpose of Reflective Writing

Learning is both an active and reflective process.

We learn by

· Doing, constructing, building, talking,

and writing

· Thinking about events, activities,

Experiences
 Experiences (action) + Thought (reflection)

= Construction of Knowledge
Reflection is the vehicle for

· critical analysis

· problem-solving

· synthesis of opposing ideas

· evaluation

· identifying patterns

· creating meaning

· Reflection allows learners to become actors, not observers, and authors of their own decisions (Freire).

Reflective Practitioners are people who:
1. Think about their actions and ask why they take those actions

• They think about the consequences of their actions

• “If I take this action what will happen?”
2. Take control over their own practices 

• They make decisions based on what has been successful

• They change their practice as needed based on their own experience
3. Feel confidence based experience and insight
4. Continue to grow and learn

• Are life long learners
5. Have classrooms that are enriched because reflective teachers are innovative

Descriptive

1. What is the evidence?

2. What type of evidence (activity, lesson plan, work sample, assessment measure)

3. What happened?

4. What did I do

5. What was my role?

6. What is the context

7. When and where was it created

8. What was the setting

9. What were the circumstances

10. Context sets the scene for the practice, makes it come alive for the reader

Type of evidence

Date created

Description of evidence

Context in which it was made
Analytical

1. Deals with reasons

2. Why did it happen?

3. How does this evidence illustrate the practice?

4. How does the evidence meet the rubric criteria?

5. Explains your reasons

Analytical Writing

How does this evidence address the practice?

How did the application of this evidence impact student learning?

Justify your rationale for the selected competencies and skills as related to this evidence and practice.

Reflective

1. Personal reaction to experience

2. Reflection occurs after an experience or teaching situation

3. Is based on analysis

4. Reflection is a tool for assessing your own level of competence

5. What is important about what I have learned?

6. What did I learn about myself?

7. What did I learn about my students?

8. How will this action affect future instruction

9. How will you use what you have learned from experience to improve your instruction in he future?

Reflective Writing

How did the evidence make you more aware of the

Accomplished Practice?

What did you learn about yourself professionally regarding this practice?

Style tips

· Use honest, upbeat, sincere tone

· Favor short paragraphs over longer ones

· Build paragraphs around topic sentences

· Use transition words to guide the reader’s thinking (“Specifically” or “Clearly”)

· Punctuate to enhance understanding

· Attend to subject/verb agreement and verb tense AND PROPER USE OF REPOSTIONS. Prepositions indicate logical relationships. Please be clear about these!
Source: http://www.karolyeatts.com/EDU%20496%20AP/Reflective%20Writing.pdf
[image: image1.png]Analytical and Reflective Writing
oW "O\Mjb

o e |
Where is the  Writing?

Directions: Highlight the analysis in one color and the reflective writing in another color.

I chose the small group format for working with editorial cartoon

S{ij ect matter made them rich material for discourse. The visual nature of cartoons also made them easier to
comprehend than printed text. Students, therefore, would be more likely to have something to say. Ialso wanted to )
maintain a high interest level and a high level of participation to develop students' understanding of tone, audience and/"
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 One pro*cedure I used in the lesson was to work with cartoons before working with ¢ essays M
scause many students are visual lez I wanted them to successfully work with tone, audience and main idea

with cartoons to increase then levels of self-confidence before doing the same activity with essays Throughout the
entire unit, I left on the board a bank of words descriptive of tone and audience. | { i
vocabulary and to give them a resource to broaden their understanding of tone. I also encouraged students to use
_dictionaries when they are uncertain about meaning or spelling. to become independent learners,
students need to naturally seek resources to find answers when they do not know them.

If T could rewmd this class to its begmmng, the main thmgmmmmmbm
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_.comprehension: [ was mmmmw% He usually provides an anchor for
e
his group. Gloria (long, curly blonde hair) also usually takes a more active role; nevertheless, the simple act of
<«reducing the iumbers in the group could have increased its effectiveness. Each person could have had more

time/space to then speak. Fewer S@gwaQ;My@lngﬁm%ymmzw W». vas ﬁg%on
In addition, ¥could have spent less time with*Group 4, because they were working very well together and more time
with this group. k:could have structured the discussion of one of the cartoons, question-by question, step-by-step to
model for the group how to carry out the process.

Another aspect of the lesson I would change has more to do with content. Wtudents more
examples of different types of audlences They all seemed to choose the word ' general : %Mf&sﬁm&ic

the word bank typed and on the students aesks to make the choices easier to see and therefore easier to use.

would pose questions to students who were not adequately participating. For

example, in Group 1, although Jeff (white T-shirt) is completing his written work, he does not engage in the discourse. I
could have simply asked, "Jeff, what do you think about the audience?»I:should have also drawn out Kenneth in Group 2,
Gloria in Group 3 and Chad in Group 4.

Chicago Public Schools, Facilitators Resource Guide




