AE 4900: Art Theory and Criticism 


Raymond Veon, MFA 

Summer 2009                                                                         M/W 10am-4pm

Office hours 2-3:00 TTh or by appointment


artrev@langate.gsu.edu
CC to: rveon@atlanta.k12.ga.us 
Art provides students a way of knowing and communicating about the world, a basic literacy.

Course Description:

This course is designed for the art education major to focus on the disciplines of art criticism and aesthetics and how to teach these disciplines in the K-12 art education classroom. Multicultural art education, social issues in art education, writing in the art classroom and visual culture will also be topics for reading, discussion, writing and inclusion in lesson plans. This course will also require observations as well as an internship (teaching experience) in a community learning classroom. Writing lesson plans and developing a teaching portfolio to address teaching art criticism, aesthetics and art history will be major assignments of the course. This is a Critical Thinking and Writing (CTW) course—and thus is writing intensive,
Lab Fee

The Lab Fee for this course is $30.00 which will be used for consumable supplies and equipment for use during the course.
This course addresses the following:

INTASC Standards:

1) The student demonstrates an understanding of the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the disciplines they will teach and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful to students.

4) The student develops and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage students’ development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.

5) The student intern demonstrates an understanding of individual and group motivation and behavior to create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active engagement in learning and self-motivation.

PSC Standards for Art Education:

2) Art History and Analysis.  The prospective art teacher must have an understanding of (1) the major styles and periods of art history, analytical methods, and theories of criticism; (2) the development of past and contemporary art forms; (3) contending philosophies of art; and (4) the fundamental and integral relationships of all these to the making of art.

5)  Teaching Competencies. The artist-teacher must be able to connect an understanding 
      of educational processes and structures with an understanding of relationships among   

      the arts, sciences, and humanities, in order to apply art competencies in teaching 
      situations and to integrate art instruction into the total process of education.

Knowledge Base:

Text: Assigned course readings from course packet available on ULearn
Terry Barrett, Interpreting Art: Reflecting, Wondering, and Responding
Karen Lee Carroll, Better Practice in Visual Arts Education
Student Outcomes:

The student will read, respond in writing and participate in discussion about the meaning of art criticism and aesthetics. (INTASC Standards 1 and 4)

The student will attend and participate in class discussions and activities, including observations at the middle school lesson and/or interactive activities or lessons, such as installations and art history skits, i-movies and/or podcast (INTASC standard 5 and PSC standard 5)

The student will complete a well-organized teaching portfolio of course work including:

    * art criticism of works of art from different points of view utilizing different strategies for looking at and analyzing art work (INTASC standard 1 and PSC standard 2)

    * a unit of three art lessons with a written art criticism of an artwork or artifact along with a contextual content paper about that object with information appropriate for the middle or high school grade student

     (INTASC standard 1, 4 & 5 and PSC standards 2 & 5)

    * ten additional secondary lessons gathered from text or Internet sources for teaching the disciplines of art criticism, aesthetics, and art history in a multi-cultural context (technology is used by the students to gather lesson plans from diverse cultures, INTASC standard 1,4,&5 and PSC standard 2 &5).

    * art criticism of an advertisement with a copy of the advertisement. (INTASC standard 1&4, PSC standard 2 &5) 

    * a lesson based on an aspect of visual or material culture (INTASC standards 1,4, &5 and PSC standards 1&4).
      

    * written classroom observations and reflections of a community learning classroom (such as classes held at Youth Art Connection Gallery) and/or classroom presentation/interaction (INTASC standard 5 and PSC standard 5).  A total of 15 hours minimum of documented observation/interactive activity is minimum.
    * all written in-class assignments and photographs of in-class projects (INTASC standards 1,4 &5 and PSC standards 2 & 5)

Course Evaluation:

15% reading, daily written responses and projects, leading and participating in class discussion (attendance necessary for full participation grade, format for course readings and points awarded are included below)

20% unit of three lessons based on visual images and contextual information, plus one visual culture lesson plan with visuals or related teaching resources (5% for each lesson-total of 4 lessons, lesson plan format and evaluation points below)

20% participation and written reflections at least one single-spaced page in length after each classroom observation or teaching activity or interaction (15 hrs. minimum).  A video tape of the activity presented is encouraged.  Students are required to use the format provided for reflecting on the observation or student interaction. 
10% content paper and final 10 minute Powerpoint presentation of the unit content to the class. Evaluation criteria for the presentation Powerpoint is included below. 

10% additional written art criticism papers (artists, advertisement, own work etc. format will vary slightly based on approach used)
10%  installations and art history skits, i-movie and podcast

 5% organization and presentation of all work in a teaching portfolio of coursework (portfolio rubric below)

10% mid-term and final (5% each)
Grading Scale

The grading scale for art education has been established to insure graduates of the GSU art education program are well prepared for their roles as future art teachers.  Students must earn a B- or better in all methods courses.  If a grade of B- is not earned the art education methods course must be repeated until a B- is earned prior to student teaching. 

Grading Scale

100-97  A

96-93    A-

92-88 B+

87-84 B

83-80    B-

79-76 C+

75-72    C

71-68    C-

67-64    D+

63-60 D

Below 60 F

Class Attendance 

Class attendance is required. Being present in class daily is part of professional behavior and is necessary for participation in class discussion and activities.  Students must be present for at least three-fourths of the class period to be counted present.  Excessive absences, excused or unexcused will not be allowed.  Absences in excess of three times will lower the student's grade one letter grade. Consideration will be given for documented medical emergencies or other special circumstances, but explanations do not provide an automatic excuse. Students should be in their seat and prepared to begin class on time. If a student arrives after roll is taken she/he will be counted as tardy. Two unexcused tardies will be counted as one unexcused absence. 

Meeting Deadlines

Professional art educators are expected to observe deadlines. In preparation for that, you work in this class

will be due on the day indicated, either in class or electronically. In order to receive full credit the work must be turned in by the date and time indicated. Late work will be docked one-half letter grade for each day it is late. If necessary late work may be turned in at the front desk in the office of the School of Art and Design where the office manager may be asked to note the day and time of delivery and place the work in Dr. Milbrandt's or Mr. Veon’s mailbox.

Academic Integrity

Teachers provide and important role model for students as a person of integrity and honor. All the work that is turned in should represent your own personal effort, ideas, and interpretation of the material covered in class. While it is permissible to share ideas and resources with fellow students, as teachers often collaborate in teaching situations, work that is turned in for individual evaluation should represent that individual's effort. Plagiarism or non-credit of sources is also a matter of academic integrity. Please refer to the student handbook for further definitions or academic honesty. Academic honesty also encompasses documentation of medical conditions and/or emergencies. Refer to the General Catalogue, pages 65-70 for further explanation of the University's policy on academic honesty.

Disruptive Behavior

The Georgia Board of Regents policy on disruptive behavior in the classroom is published in the General Catalog. Initially the instructor will tell the student who exhibits disruptive behavior that there is a problem. Continued disruptive behavior will result in a formal review by the director of the School of Art and Design for possible disciplinary action.

Cell Phones and Beepers

In the interest of cooperative learning and common courtesy, students must either turn off all mobile phones and pagers or set them to silent mode while in class (student handbook 6.19).

Course Readings

Each weekly several readings will be completed.  If no chapter questions are provided a written response will be completed as assigned in the following format:

Thesis: Analyze and write the focus or thesis statement from the article. (2pts) 

Support: List three to five major points that the author uses to support the thesis. (summarize)  (5pts.) 

Reaction or Response: Briefly describe your personal and/or professional reaction to the article. What you liked or did not like about the content or presentation of the information. (5 pts.)

Implications: Explain the implications of this information for teaching art in the K-12 setting. How will you implement this approach in your teaching, or if you do not feel it is important to implement this information explain why not. (8 pts.)

Each section must be label for full credit.  Each reading is worth 20 points in the daily grade.

If End of Chapter Questions are provided they will also be worth a total of 20 points each for a daily grade.
Content Paper

The content paper will be the basis for the unit of lessons you construct. It will need to be a minimum of five double-spaced pages about a contemporary artist or non-Western culture (passed or present). Topics will be assigned early in the semester to avoid duplication by peers. You should include biographical information and also a variety of viewpoints about the artist’s work; what the artist is attempting to do and/or why it is valued by critics. If you research another culture then you will need to determine the function or meaning of the artwork or artifact in the context of that culture. At minimum of four sources should be documented in the paper (no more than 2 from the internet). An abbreviated APA style should be utilized in writing the paper with author and date of the publication indicated throughout the paper. 

Appropriate content for secondary students______ (25)

Biographical information or specifics of culture _____ (25) 

At least two critics or expert opinions presented and documented ______ (15)   

Correct APA format _____ (15)

Four sources (no more than 2 internet) cited in the text and in the references _____ (10)

Five pages in length ______ (10)

Total ________ 100 points

Teaching Portfolio, Items and Points 

(10) Organization and presentation_____

(10) Art Criticism papers ____

       Aesthetic experience etc.

(20) Unit of Three Lessons____

        Art Criticism for Lessons included (within one lesson)____

        Content paper and Powerpoint included____

(5) Art Criticism of Ad and TV____

(5) Visual Culture Lesson____

(20) Minimum of 10 additional lessons gathered from the Internet that address aesthetics, art criticism, and/or art history in a multi-cultural context and/or visual culture____

(10) Written responses to daily readings_____

(10) Classroom Observations and Boys and Girls Club presentation and reflection (video of lesson 10pts. extra credit counted in daily work)_____

(5)  Photos or examples of in-class presentations or projects; videos or CD’s of installations and skits 

(5)  Turned in on time_____

Overall Portfolio_______

Classroom Observation Documentation

Include the following in each experience:

1) Date, Time, Duration of Visit and Place of the Experience (1 point)

2) Describe and summarize the activity you observed or conducted. (7 points) 

       a. Describe the number and age of the students involved and the general objectives of 
           the lesson.

       b. Note the behavior and/or materials management strategies utilized.

       c. Note the response of the group to the activity (highly engaged, somewhat engaged, 
           unengaged etc.)

       d. Note any particular students or events that stand out. (exemplary responses, off 
           task behavior, 

           student interactions etc.) 

3) Reflect on the observation or experience (7 points)

a. Characterize your reaction or feelings about the observation or event

b. Describe how the activity or lesson you observed was appropriate (or not) to the developmental level and interests of the learners  

c. Describe the most important idea you learned from this observation/experience. 
Points will be awarded based on thoughtful and thorough responses made in complete sentence form in a professional manner.  Noticing and include details about the environment, students and their learning experience makes observation reports more rich and successful.  

Reflection for the Lesson or Classroom Interaction
Include the following in each experience:

1)  A copy of your short version lesson plan (5 points)

2) Describe and summarize the lesson that you presented. (5 points) 

       a. Describe the number and age of the students involved.

       b. Describe the students’ response to your lesson and general  behavior.

       (highly engaged, somewhat engaged, unengaged etc.)

       c. Note any particular students or events that stand out. (exemplary responses, off 
        task behavior, student interactions etc.) 

4) Reflect on the observation or experience (5 points)

a. Characterize your reaction or feelings about the observation or event

b. Describe how the activity that you taught was appropriate (or not) to the developmental level and interests of the learners  

c. Describe the most important idea you learned from this teaching experience. Explain how would you do it differently or prepare differently next time.
Points will be awarded based on thoughtful and thorough responses made in complete sentence form in a professional manner. .  Noticing and include details about the environment, students and your feelings about your teaching experience makes these  reports more rich and successful.  

Lesson Plan Format
Lesson Designer’s Name________________________________________

Title of Unit/Lesson

Grade Level________                                   
Lesson Overview of Major Concepts: Briefly (no more than two sentences) explain the main concepts or skills to be taught through the activity in this lesson. Also briefly (in one sentence) identity the level of thinking students will do based on Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Essential Question: An essential question presented to students at the beginning of a study unit helps to frame student inquiry and promote critical thinking. It helps frame and organize a unit of study, Essential questioning replace "what" questions with "how" and "why." "How" and "why" questions require more than a simple right answer, they are open-ended. Asking easy questions first and then those questions require more critical thinking skills. 
QCC or Content Standards: State the standards used by the school, district or state in which you will teach the lesson. National Standards may be used if others are not specified. Be sure to clearly connect the objectives of the lesson to the content standard throughout the lesson and evaluation. If you design cross-disciplines lesson, remember find more related standards to your lesson plan.

Objectives

Objectives should reference the specific content standard that is specific to the lesson. The number and nature of objectives may vary depending on the context of the teaching situation, but the verb in the objective should consistently reflect the targeted performance level of student cognition (based on Bloom’s taxonomy).

Sample: A well-executed sample is required lessons in which production is a component. For art criticism/aesthetics/art history lessons, include a sample of the written product that you expect of students, if the lesson is primarily discussion, include a list of questions you will ask about the material in the content paper.

Resources: Visual images (include artist and title), works of art, books, maps, experts, Internet sites, etc. When you list the references, follow APA style.

Vocabulary: List of reference terms in lesson for students to know and use two sentences to define every vocabulary that you will cover in your lesson.

Introduction/Motivation:

The introduction to the lesson may include a review of previous learning, focus attention on new information, and in some way make connections to the lives and interests of students. Presentation of visual artifacts and imagery are often used to focus student attention on the information and concepts.

Such as: Students’ previous knowledge and background. Or what questions do you think will likely motivate your students’ motivations?

Content Paper: This is a paper that outlines the content covered in the lesson. This could include the what, who, where, why, when and how of works of art included in your lesson. This information could be communicated in a PowerPoint presentation.

Instructor’s Procedures

Outline what a teacher will do to create a learning environment that encourages individual and group positive social interaction and active engagement in learning. Instructional strategies that could be included are directing students to:

compare and contrast, summarize and/or take notes, work together collaboratively in groups, assist in collectively setting objectives, analyze visual information, use cues or visual organizers, and speculate or generate hypotheses. What questions should ask during your lesson?  The teacher will also need to communicate clear procedures, expectations and choices in the lesson. Explain what the teaching will do to manage time and space that is conducive to learning. Number the steps in a sequential procedure.

Materials and Materials Management: Includes all the materials and equipment you will need, the quantity and size of each as well as your plans for distribution and clean-up. Also write down safety rules.

Student Procedures

These are steps that students will follow to accomplish the lesson’s activity to achieve particular outcomes. Tasks should include simple, sequential steps that students will follow to complete a studio processes or art criticism. Number the steps.

Closure/Review: Ask questions to informally assess what students have learned and summarize the lesson objective.

Assessment Questions

Write assessment questions that address each of your specific objectives very specifically. Answering these will determine if students accomplished the objectives in the lesson.

Assessment Instrument

Create an assessment instrument for each unit that documents how the objectives were met. This can be a rubric, student reflection or objective assessment. It can be designed to be completed by both student and teacher. (qualitative or quantitative questionnaires
Lesson Plan Assessment

Conceptual Consistency 25%

____(9)    Does the lesson demonstrate a clear understanding of the concepts to be taught and is the level or quality of performance expected of the student apparent? INTASC 1 (Demonstrates knowledge of content)

____(8)   Are the concepts/objectives interwoven throughout the lesson in the objectives, motivation, assessment instrument, procedures, etc? 

INTASC 1, 3, 4, 5 (Designs coherent instruction)

____(8)   Are the lesson in a unit conceptually consistent with a theme or big idea? INTASC 1 

 Concept Content 25%

_____(12.5)   Are the concepts/objectives at an appropriate level for the grade indicated? (10%) 

INTASC 2 (selects instructional goals) INTASC 2, 3 (demonstrates knowledge of students)

_____(12.5)   Is it relevant, the content connected to the lives and interests of the students?   (20%) INTASC 1, 2, 5, 6, 7 (engages students in learning)

 

Multiple instructional strategies 25%

_____ (12.5)   Does the lesson incorporate multiple instructional strategies that address the needs of diverse learners and a variety of learning styles? INTASC 3, 4 

_____ (12.5)   Does the lesson encourage higher level thinking? INTASC 4

Clarity 25%  

_____ (9)    Does the lesson have all the required parts on the checklist? 

INTASC 1,3,4,5, (designs coherent instruction). Do the evaluation questions match objectives, and does the assessment instrument measure what the objectives say the students will learn? 

_____ (8)    Does the lesson explain clearly, in sufficient detail, and in a logical, sequential order, what is expected of both students and teacher so that a substitute would be able to teach the lesson? INTASC Standards: 1, 3, 4, 5 "designs coherent instruction", 

INTASC 6 (communicates clearly and accurately)

_____ (8)    Is the lesson plan written using complete sentences where appropriate that are free of spelling and grammatical errors and presented neatly and in a professional manner? 

INTASC 10, (shows professionalism)

 
Documentation of Art History Skit and Installation (50 pts for each)

____  Clear communication of concept or information (10pts)

____  Evidence of planning and reflection in a storyboard and/or written narrative (10%)

____  Artistic presentation or performance (10%)

____  Video, i-movies of both projects (10%)

____  Final reflection and critique of the process (10%)

Final In-Class Presentation of Content and Unit (100 pts.)

Powerpoint Content

Appropriate content for secondary students______ (15)

Sufficient biographical information or specifics of culture _____ (15) 

Bulleted information; well organized and clearly stated.  Limit the information printed to brief outline rather than dense text.  Tell about you content rather than reading the information. _____(20)

Clear visuals of at least 4 artworks by the artist; one for art criticism lesson and three additional with titles, size, materials noted ______(15)

Four sources (no more than 2 internet) cited in the text and in the references (presented at the end of Powerpoint) _____ (10)

Background and type that are easily read______ (10)

Clearly explain to the class the background content for your unit then describe the unit of lessons you have developed to address this artwork, artist or culture etc. Include your teacher sample of the studio project.  

LIMIT your presentation to 10 MINUTES.____ (15 pts.)

Total ________ 100 points

